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Victorian Literature: 1830-1900 
 

 

 

Module Tutors:  Prof. Nicola Humble  

    Dr. Louise Lee 

 

Course Rationale: 

 
The course aims to bring the Victorian period to life in all its contradictions and 

strangeness.  The module is organised around key Victorian preoccupations, and you 

will be introduced to a wide range of texts and voices outside the conventional 

literary canon, as well as some of the best texts by some of the major writers of the 

period.  Part of the assessment is a class blog focussing on Reframing the Victorians, 

in which you will take it in turns to research and write entries which explore 

particular themes more closely, linking literary texts to art, material objects (clothes, 

food, furniture, decorative styles, transport . . .), journalism, historical events, 

photographs, and much more.   The aim is for you to make connections between 

literary texts and a ‘thick’ historical context, to undertake independent archival 

research, and to share your findings and to make use of those of others. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 
 

Students who successfully complete this module will have: 

 

 the ability to produce sustained and persuasive oral and written arguments and 

to challenge claims and statements and to read sceptically; 

 the ability to think flexibly and to reconsider conclusions in the light of new 

evidence and within differing theoretical frameworks; 

 the ability to write in a range of styles for different purposes: including close 

reading, a research blog and a critically and/or theoretically informed essay; 

 developed  a substantial knowledge of a wide range of texts (both canonical 

and non-canonical) and an understanding of alternative critical and theoretical 

frameworks for understanding them; 

 developed aptitudes in the reading of and critical discussion of Victorian 

English literature; 

 developed an ability to read closely and flexibly; 

 Developed an ability to place literary texts in a ‘thick’ historical context; 

 developed the ability to think coherently and to argue persuasively  about 

particular texts and ideas in relation to more general historical, aesthetic and 

cultural issues. 

 

  



Page 2 of 4 

Assessment: 

The Blog:  

 
You will all contribute to a blog called Reframing the Victorians.  The blog has 

been running for the whole year and already has a lot of interesting work up from 

students who took the class last semester.  You can see it at 

http://reframingthevictorians.blogspot.co.uk/. A list of possible topics and material 

on the blogs is posted on the Moodle site.  By week 3 you should have come up with 

an idea for a topic and a week you would like to submit (before week 10).  You 

should email this information to Nicki Humble.  She will reply giving you a slot and 

agreeing your topic.  You should then arrange a tutorial as soon as possible with your 

tutor to begin discussing your topic. 

 

Your blog entry must refer to primary Victorian material, with information 

given about your research methods.  You should ideally access this material via 

an archive – either real or virtual.  You will be given suggestions of archives 

that would be useful starting points.  You should relate this primary material to 

one of the topics on the course and to at least one literary text.  The blog must 

have a visual component and marks will be given for creative use of the blog 

format. 
 

The blog entries will be assessed according to the following criteria: 

 

Research: the effective use of archives, the interest of the material you find, the 

originality of your approach. 

Presentation: the effectiveness of the voice for a blog format, the use of visual 

material, the style of the writing, interesting use of the format. 

Argument: the success of the connections you make between topic, texts and 

researched material. 

Engagement: your responses to other blog entries (in both comments and 

connections made in your own entry), enthusiasm. 

 

To get you started thinking about possibilities: some themes might include the 

following:  

Other eccentric Victorians, the Great Exhibition, collectors and collections 

(e.g.: of natural history artefacts), photography, houses (architecture, 

decoration, furniture), etiquette manuals, servants, shopping, cooking, travel, 

transport, periodicals, murder and other crimes, newspapers . . . 

 

Submission: 

You need to do your entry in the timeslot agreed unless you can produce mitigating 

circumstances.  It is important that you contact your tutor about any problems. The 

final submission date for the blogs is Wed of Week 10 by 2pm. By this date you 

must upload the text of your blog to the Turnitin portal which will be provided on 

the Moodle site, also giving the title and day of your original blog entry to enable 

examiners to find it easily. 

 

http://reframingthevictorians.blogspot.co.uk/
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Marking Criteria for English Literature 2000-2500 word essays 

 
Upper First: Mark range 80 and above 
 
The overall impression is of outstandingly good work. 

 

 argues its case exceptionally clearly and rationally with sustained originality and 

independent thought 

 elegant expression, authoritative and persuasive 

 brilliantly demonstrates breadth and depth of knowledge and understanding of 

primary texts/ relevant issues 

 highly informed engagement with secondary material 

 uses extremely well-chosen quotations, integrated successfully into its argument 

 shows outstanding independent critical analysis 

 no errors in presentation and referencing  

Lower First: 70 to 79 
 
The overall impression is of excellent work. 
 

 argues its case very clearly and rationally with significant originality and independent 

thought  

 good expression, authoritative and persuasive  

 consistently demonstrates excellent, thorough knowledge/understanding of primary 

texts and relevant issues 

 well-informed engagement with secondary material 

 uses very well-chosen quotations, integrated fully into its argument 

 excellent critical analysis 

 minimal errors in presentation and referencing 

Upper second: 60 to 69  
 
 The overall impression is of good to very good  work. 
 

 argues its case clearly and rationally with some independent thought 

 clear expression 

 ably demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of primary texts and relevant 

issues 

 informed engagement with secondary material 

 uses well-chosen quotations,  integrated well into the argument  

 good capacity for critical analysis 

 few errors in presentation and referencing 
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Lower second: 50 to 59 
 
 The overall impression is of sound  to promising work. 
 

 argument not consistently clear with little independent thought 

 not always clear expression 

 demonstrates fair knowledge and understanding of primary texts and relevant issues 

 some reference to secondary material 

 reasonable capacity for critical analysis 

 uses predictable quotations,  not always well integrated into the argument 

 noticeable number of errors in presentation and referencing 

Third: 40 to 49 
 
The overall impression is of poor to adequate work. 
 

 muddled or confusing argument, lacking in independent thought 

 unclear expression 

 shows little knowledge or understanding of primary texts and relevant issues 

 inadequate reference to secondary material 

 lack of capacity for critical analysis 

 quotations inadequately integrated into the argument 

 frequent errors in presentation and referencing 

Fail: 0 to 40 
 

The overall impression is of work which does not meet the requirements of a pass. 

 

 little or no attempt at an argument with no independent thought 

 frequent errors of expression 

 inadequate understanding of primary texts and relevant issues 

 little or no reference to secondary material 

 absence of critical analysis 

 quotations irrelevant or non-existent    

 pervasive errors in presentation and referencing 

 
 


